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New Youth Advocacy Group Formed

DSAL Youth Self Advocacy
Committee held its inaugural
meeting at the home of the
youth chairman, Trampus
Hoover. This is a wonderful
opportunity for parents, teen-
agers and young adults to
learn to promote a quality of
life through fun interactive
events in the community and
to develop independent living
skills. Through parent com-
mitment, this program for
people 14-21, hopes to include
awareness to such things as
healthcare, employment, inde-
pendent living, education and
much more.

The program consists of a 30
minute information session
with parent and child and
then an activity. The evening
should last about 2 hours and
will be held every other
month, on the third Friday at
6:30, program starts at 7:00.

At the first meeting, eve-
ryone introduced them-
selves and shared their
dreams for the future.
Tish Bell, a Speech Thera-
pist at MUSC attended
and offered her help with
the group. Bocce as
played, burgers were
eaten and a great time
was had by all.

The next meeting will be
hosted by Chris Pilcher
and Sam Hazeltine and
will be held at the James
Island Yacht Club for ten-
nis and then the meeting.
Check the website dsalow-
country.org for futher up-
dates. If you want to par-
ticipate contact Trampus
Hoover at trampushoo-
ver@comcast.net or mar-
thahoover@comcast.net or
843-856-1532. We want
your name on the list so
that we can contact you.

Bocci Bash

Zach Gravino
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Trampus Hoover
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Message from the President

Fellow Members of DSAL,

It is my pleasure to report the state of our organization is excellent! Our financial health is very
strong and we are well positioned to offer many exc iting events and resources to our service area.

We have received a number of generous donations receatly including $1000 from the Charleston
County Medical Society Auxiliary (special thanks to Natalie Baker) ; $1845 from Star Asia Interna-
tional to offset travel expenses for Sue Buckley’srecent visit and $1000 from the Charleston County
School District (special thanks to Robin Smith) ; a$500 love offering from the proceeds of the re-
cent “Concerts for a Cause” event at East Cooper Batist Church (special thanks to Glenda Crain
and Trampus Hoover) ; $151 from the proceeds of a Rampered Chef party (special thanks to Paula
Sams) ; $30 from St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Surmerville in honor of Helen Royal after she en-
tertained them with a “remarkable Gullah Storytellin g program” ; and $3000 from the Zucker
Family Fund at the Coastal Community Foundation ear marked for our upcoming Buddy Walk
(special thanks to April Vail).

Gene Carpenter has written a grant that if fully fu nded could be a significant boost to funding for
our new parents program.

The Daniel Island Rotary Club has generously agreedto direct a portion of the proceeds from a
recent golf tournament to the newly formed Down Syn drome Clinic kicking off soon at MUSC —
and I've just received word the Daniel Island Golf Club, host of that recent event, is considering a
similar donation earmarked for the new clinic as we II.

Membership Contributions for 2006 stand at just over $2500. Please share with me the pride in
knowing virtually all of the income DSAL receives i s channeled toward meaningful programs in
our service area. Our administrative costs are held near zero thanks to the efforts of wonderful
volunteers like YOU!

Down Syndrome Association of the Lowcountry is a 50 1(c)(3) non-profit corporation and is in
compliance with all Federal and State agency reporting requirements.

With many upcoming social events planned and the up coming DSAL Night at the Riverdogs on
Labor Day (WITH FIREWORKS!), we are in for an exciting summer.

Buddy Walk preparations are in full swing as the BW Committee has met and “Save the Date”
cards have been mailed — if you did not receive a “Save the Date” card please update your mailing
address with us via 553-DSAL or our website. If you are interested in helping with our largest an-
nual event, please contact April Vail at April@danielislandmedia.net . In addition to the Zucker
Family Grant, over $6000 in sponsorships have been eceived for this year’s event.

Look for an updated DSAL website — www.DSALowcountry.org with a whole new design and
cool animation on the first page thanks to Rich LaP  at and Bowen Craft very soon! We're even
going to offer online Buddy Walk registration this  year!

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as DSAL Pre sident,

Chad Vall
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DSAL Pool Party

Dogs with a Cause

A swimming good time is to be
had
Saturday, July 8th 9-12
Tall Pines Community Pool
Lunch and the fixings will be
provided so bring a towel,
sunscreen and the whole family
for the fun day.

Directions: From [-26
Take exit 203—College Park Rd/Ladson
Turn right at first light and then left at next light.

This will put you on the Frontage Rd that runs by

Tall Pines Baptist Church. Take first right after

church. Go down this road a bit and pool will be

on the right
RSVP to April @ gavsfla2@netzero.net
Or 871-6326

Batter up with the
Charleston Riverdogs
final game of the
season.

Labor Day, Sept 4th
Cookout at 6:00
Game starts 6:05
Joe Riley Stadium
RSVP

Dawn@danielislandmedia
.net

Board Members and Contacts

Mother's Groups
Glenda Crain

President Chad Valil
Chad@danielislandmedia.net

Past Pres. Gene Carpenter
gpcl23@att.net

VP _& Buddy Walk Jennie
Banks jbanks@comcast.net

Treasurer Bowen Craft
Bowen.Craft@mac.com

Secretary & Education
Robin Smith
dsalowcountry@aol.com

crainclan@comcast.net
Baby Packets

Maggie Myatt
Magabyte7@cs.com

Membership Aries Jose
adjose@comcast.net

Website Rich LaPat
Rich_LaPat@cable.comcast.com

i Research indicates that the best hope for long i
: lasting friendships for children and adults with :
i Down syndrome exists within their own com- i

DSAL Phone  Sherri LaPat
LaPatFamily@comcast.net

Medical Diane Andrews
andreda@musc.edu

Self Advocate

Trampus Hoover
trampus@comcast.net
marthahoover@hotmail.com

Social April Whaley
gavsfla2@netzero.
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Grace Feingold
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Lowcountry Buddy Walk
Sunday October 1st.

BUDDY
WALK.

3rd Annual Buddy Walk is set for
1st.

Vail at april@danielislandmedia.net

Sunday, October

Plans are already underway. Please contact April

to volunteer or

sponsor this event. The Buddy Walk is the Down Syn
drome Association of the Lowcountry primary fundrai

ser

and proceeds are used to support inclusion and awar e-

ness on a local and national level for all individu
Down Syndrome

als with

Savannah Buddy Walk
Sunday October 7

Savannah has formed a Down Syndrome
Support Group and to make it even better
they will host a Buddy Walk on Sunday,
October 7. For more information please
contact

Deborah Long at Dlong@superior-
carriers.com or (912)964-7300.
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Climbing Killamanjaro for Downs Ed Trust

.Personal Message from Lorna Buckley daugh-

to my heatrt.
ter of Dr. Sue Buckley

| am funding the entire climb myself so that

) - S all funds raised will go to the Trust. Please
In Sept. 2006, | plan to climb Mt. Kilimanjaro in

Tanzania at 19,340 feet. Kilimanjaro is the
highest mountain in Africa and the largest free-
standing mountain in the world. It will take me
6 nights and 7 days to reach the summit, walk-
ing by day and camping by night.

To sponsor Lorna, please visit the following
web sight.

www.justgiving.com/lorna_kili

On average only 40-50% of the people who at-
tempt the climb make it to the summit mainly
because of altitude sickness. The oxygen level is
1/2 the level of that at sea level. The tempera-
ture at the base of the my. is 86 degrees F and
can be drop to —4F at the summit.

My motivation for the challenge is to raise

money for the Down Syndrome Educational
Trust (Downs Ed). My sister has Down syn-
drome and the work done there is very close

Welcome!

Welcome to baby Colette

Collette is the newest member of the
Durante family. Baby sister to Elly and
Joe, Colette is the daughter Dawn and Tom.
Dawn has been a committed member of
DSAL chairing the baby packet committee,
event committee for the Buddy Walk and
being a strong advocate for Joe.
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A Night to Remember

On May 30, 2006 , Cario Middle School held its 8th
grade graduation ceremony. Zach Gravino and his
sister, Jessie, were among the graduates. Now, the
commemoration of this milestone is wonderful in and

of itself, however, that night brought another surp  rise!
Every year, the faculty and administration choose o ne
student to receive the Walt Pussey Award, named for
and in honor of the first principal of Cario. This award
goes to a student who has shown leadership, citizen -
ship, academic excellence and is well rounded and a
friend to all. Zach was the 2005-2006 recipient of  this
award! The night was full of emotion and touching  to
many. It was a celebration! This acknowledgement of
potential became a realization of every parents hop e
and faith. It truly was .... A night to remember.

Amy Gravino

and strike up a conversation....you will visit a world of lov
eyes of a person with Down syndrome.

We all benefit when we make efforts to get to know someone with Down syndrome. Put away all fears

-ReBecca Kutchner, mother to Trista

e and acceptance when seeing it through the

A Jumping Good Time!
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Partners in Policymaking

Partners in Policymaking is a leadership train-
ing program that teaches self-advocates and par-
ents to be community leaders and how to obtain
the best available services for themselves and
others. The goal is to foster a partnership be-
tween people who need and use services and
those who make policy. A two day training, held
in Columbia, for 8 months, exposes participants
to resources at the local, state, and national lev-
els.

For additional information contact:
PRO-PARENTS

Charles Lang and Redick Loring with DSAL 652 Bush River Rd, Ste 218

member Robin Smith, a recent graduate of Columbia, SC 29210
Partners in Policymaking.

803-772-5688

Preschool Inclusion Information

The preschool inclusion committee will meet the Thi  rd Wednesday of each month at the home of
Robin Smith. We will discuss support systems avail able, learning profiles, adapting the pre-
school curriculum, teacher support and training and  much more. The goal is to provide families
and educators specific strategies to meet the needs of children with developmental disabili-

ties ages birth to 6 years of age in the inclusive environment. This is open to anyone interested.

Next meeting July 19 -6:00 pm. 762-7602 or robincdys@aol.com

Volunteer Needed for
Database

Check out these web sights

DSAL needs a volunteer to
manage the database. We
recently converted 3 different
files to the ACT program.
Responsibilities include add-
ing new names, deleting old,
and printing labels for mail-
ings. Please contact Gene
at gpcl23@att.net

www.wrightslaw.com — a free online newsletter about
special education legal and advocacy issue.

www.starfall.com — a fun free preschool/kindergarten
sight that teaches alphabet, numbers, etc to music




Down Syndrome Assoc.
of the Lowcountry

295 Seven Farms Dr, Suite C190
Daniel Island, SC 29494
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Itis time to renew your
membership. Please fill in the
membership form to the right and
mail it back to DSAL

295 Seven Farms Dr, Ste C190

Daniel Island, SC 29494

The work of DSAL is all about
YOU. Please renew your
membership so that we can
continue our work on behalf of
all Down syndrome

adults and children living in
the Lowcountry.
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